Child protection in schools: a survey of the training needs of Fife schoolteachers.
Teachers have an important role to play in child protection. This lies not only in the detection and reporting of possible cases of child abuse but also in multi-disciplinary teamwork, and in contributing to the ongoing support and monitoring of the abused child. Their role can only be properly carried out if teachers are equipped with the relevant skills. Appropriate in-service training in child protection for teachers is of key importance in both emphasising child protection issues and in promoting these skills in teachers. In order to guide the development of a training course for teachers in child protection, a survey of Fife teachers was carried out to investigate the knowledge, attitudes and practices of teachers with respect to a range of child protection issues. This confirmed that teachers consider child protection to be an important subject of direct relevance to their work as teachers. In-service training on this issue was almost unanimously welcomed. The study showed that although the knowledge of teachers regarding the signs of child abuse was reasonably good, in practice 40% of teachers did not feel confident in handling these issues. This has important implications for the design of training courses. Very few schools had established school child protection policies although the majority of teachers stated that such policies would be useful.